
Appendix  10 Local Green Spaces 

All of the Local Green Spaces designated in Policy E3 have been evaluated to establish that they meet 

the criteria in paragraphs 76-78 of the NPPF.   

1.  The Green near the Mill/Jarvie Close 

 

 
 

 

Proximity to Community An area of grassed amenity space centrally 
located in the residential area north of 
Heacham Road and West of Ringstead Road.  
Housing development on all four sides and 
close to the new housing site proposed in the 
Borough Council’s Local Plan.  Can be accessed 
by footpaths at the south-west and south-east 
corners and by road from the north. 

How the site is demonstrably special and of 
particular local significance 

This is the only substantial residential amenity 
space in the village and serves as a play area 
and infomal recreation space for the 
surrounding development and is important to 
the setting of the remains of the windmill just 
beyond the eastern edge of the site.  The 
elevated position of the site also offers 
attractive views across the River Valley.  

Scale  The area of the site is   ha. And it is thus clearly 
local in scale and not an extensive area. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2 Recreation Ground 

 
 

 

Proximity to Community The recreation ground is on the north western 
edge of the village and is accessed via Jarvie 
Close.   

How the site is demonstrably special and of 
particular local significance  

It provides the main recreation area for the 
village including a children’s play area, and a 
football pitch.  It is also the venue for many 
events during the year including:    

Scale  The site is    ha in area and clearly local in scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3  The Ladywell 

 

Photo

 
Proximity to Community The Ladywell is a meadow on the edge of the village sloping down to the 

river.  Although it is in private ownership, the owner allows public 
access which is possible both from (Church Lane?) and from a footpath 
at the south-east corner of the site.   

How the site is 
demonstrably special and 
of particular local 
significance  

The Ladywell is special for many reasons.  It is a picturesque meadow 
offering views over the valley grazed by sheep at some times of the year 
and home to a large number of differing geese - Egyptians introduced 
back in the late 1980's and other varieties as overspill from Norfolk 
Lavender.  It is also an important habitat; Plant life includes Marsh 
Marigolds, Southern Marsh Orchids, the fragile Ladies Smock and, of 
course, a number of Alder trees and willows.  Moorhen, Coot, Heron 
and Shag are frequent visitors. Barn Owls often course the field and 
Green Woodpeckers drill the Alders. All manner of small bird life are in 
abundance too. 
It is significant the source of springs marking the head of permanent 
water in the Heacham River.   ‘A large erratic boulder marks the head of 
the well-stream, probably brought over from Ringstead way being the 
southern extent of the glacial depositions and perhaps used as a squat 
marker/standing stone. It is thought it would have been a pre-christian 
watering place for offerings etc but later christianised as Our Lady's Well 
as being close to the Church.  
Clear water wells up from the underlying chalk aquifer to feed into the 
chalk river. It has never been known to run dry, but came very close to it 
when we had that severe drought year in the mid 1980's.’ 
 

Scale  The area of the site is approximately   .  It is a single field which is clearly 
defined and clearly local in character, rather than an extensive tract of 
land. 
 



4. The Washpit 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Proximity to Community The Washpit is a landmark on the edge of the 
built up area, but close to the historic core of 
the village and easily accessible on foot from 
most of the village 

How the site is demonstrably special and of 
particular local significance  

As well as being an attractive green space with a 
bench by the river, this small piece of land 
known as the Washpit is of historic significance.  
It is clearly identifiable on a map dating from 
1797 which records the land allocations 
following the Enclosure Act of 1795. This area 
was allocated to the Parish, since when it has 
been used for public access to the ‘watering 
place’ (as it is referred to in a tithe map of 
1840). 
The Washpit was always grassed, as it is 

now, with a track to the north of the 

grassed area leading to some near-derelict 

cottages, long since demolished. The size 

and shape of the Washpit has remained 

unchanged since the Enclosure Act. 

 

Scale  It is a very small area within the settlement 
boundary and the Conservation Area and clearly 
local in scale. 

   

  



5. Cole Green War Memorial 

 

 
 
 

 

Proximity to Community The Cole Green War Memorial is at the 
junction of Fring Road and Docking Road.  It is 
surrounded by cottages and an integral part of 
the built environment 

How the site is demonstrably special and of 
particular local significance  

The site of the memorial is important for 
several reasons.  It is at the heart of the 
eastern part of the village.  It is an island at the 
junction of Fring Road and Docking Road with 
several mature trees, and, surrounded by 
cottages it creates a sense of place and 
contributes greatly to the character of the 
Conservation Area.  Long before the war 
memorial was erected it was a meeting place 
and the war memorial has added to its 
significance.  

Scale  It is clearly a small area and not an extensive 
area. 

 


