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 MINUTES OF THE SEDGEFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE  

16th May 2018 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

1.Welcome Ms Crump welcomed all in attendance to the meeting.  

Public Session.  1 member of the public present (left the meeting at 8.05) 

Apologies Accepted. Mr Hipkin and Mrs Avril Wright. The clerk informed the meeting that 

Mrs Wright was no longer in post as a Borough Councillor but she wished to 

thank the council for their support during her time in office and wished them 

well for the future 

Present,  Mr Clark, Mr Head (left the meeting at 7.55), Ms Crump, Mrs Hipkin, Mr 

Frost, Mr Curry, Ms Crosley and Borough Councillor Mr I Deveraux (left at 

7.20) County Councillor Michael Chenery (arrived 7.20 left 8.15) 

Declaration of interests. none 

2.Minutes for approval. Minutes of the 18th April General Meeting were proposed by Mr 

Clerk seconded Mr Frost and carried.  

3. Matters Arising 

3.1 Anglia Water river flow. No further update.  

3.2 Defibrillator. The clerk is waiting for contact details to move this matter forward. 

3.3 Update re Paddock Roadway. The clerk informed the meeting that he had received 

correspondence from the solicitor and she is waiting for a reply from Mrs McGinty’s solicitor. 

3.4 Letter from Borough Council Leader re-election expenses. The leader pointed out the 

obligations of the Parish Council and the Borough in relation to elections. At the time no 

decisions had been made and things were still being discussed. 

3.5 Village parking. The clerk had received some positive comments re his article in the 

newsletter. There are still issues on the Docking Road with one resident and in the Cole Green 

area. Residents need to follow the advice given by the clerk and report to the police, 

3.6 Mrs Hipkin asked about the computer class. Mr Frost said it had been pitched at the 

wrong level and it is hoped to get it going again soon. 

3.7 Mrs Hipkin was very unhappy with the decision to allow one member of the public to 

speak at future parish meetings. She objected to the principle of the matter and thought it was 

insulting to other villagers. It was agreed to discuss the matter later in the meeting. 

4 Standing Agenda Items 

4.1 Police Matters. The clerk reported he was unable to attend the latest SNAPP meeting. Mr 

Clark reported on speed watch activity and said they had captured a motorist doing 60 mph 

through the village. He has written to the authorities and is waiting for a reply. 

4.2 Meetings Attended. None 

4.3 Village Hall Matters. Mr Frost reported that there had been a successful play with a 

profit of £500 for the committee. The extension project is still going ahead and the committee 

will be looking to apply for grants to cover some of the cost. 

5 Planning matters None 

Outcome of planning. 17/01126/F Glovers Barns approved 2nd May 2018 

6. Questions for the County Councillor. The councillor said he would forward the annual 

review by the county to the clerk who will forward on. There was a short discussion about 

Speed watch and further measures that could help reduce the speed in the village such as 

average speed cameras. 

7. Questions to the Borough Councillors. The Borough Councillor informed the meeting 

there had been a good discussion about election expenses in committee and he hoped the 

outcomes would soon be available. He confirmed that there would be an election for a 

replacement Borough Councillor in the near future. 
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8 Finance  

8.1 Bills.  

Name  Business  Net   VAT          Gross       Non Recoverable VAT 

Eon (DD) Electricity £  21.77   £  1.09       £    22.86  None 

K and M St Lighting £  13.29   £  2.66       £    15.95  None 

CGM                  Grass Cutting  £265.15    £53.00       £  318.18  None 

Zurich               Insurance £520.68   £  0.00       £  520.68  None 

McAfee             Computer £  59.99   £  0.00       £    59.99  None 

Mrs Snell  local audit         £  30.00   £  0.00        £   30.00  None 

The bills were proposed by Mr Head and seconded Mr Curry and carried. 

8.2 Financial Statement. The clerk reported the figures for May. There were no questions 

8.3 Approval of Local Auditors Report. The clerk read a letter from the local auditor 

thanking the clerk for the proficient way the accounts were presented. It was proposed by Mr 

Clark and seconded Ms Crosley that the audit report be accepted. This was carried. 

8.4 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement. It was proposed by Mr Head and 

seconded by Ms Crosley that the statement be approved as accurate. This was carried.  

8.5 Approval of Accounts. It was proposed by Mr Clark and seconded by Mr Frost that the 

accounts for 2018/19 be approved. This was carried 

9. Correspondence. 

9.1 Resident re Snettisham Road Matters. It was agreed to forward the email to 

Highways and seek their comments. 

9.2 NALC clerks pay award 2018. It was agreed that this should be an agenda item 

next meeting. 

9.3 NCC road closure of the B1454 near to Plough House 31st May to the 1st June. 

Clerk to display notice. 

 

10 Council Decision. 

10.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update. The chair said that there was little to report at the 

moment as the committee are still awaiting the outcome from the Borough Council as to 

whether they need a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The committee are waiting 

for this outcome before getting the plan ready for further public consultation. 

10.2 Data Protection. The clerk reported that he had been working with Mr Head and then 

followed that up on his own and had now produced policies and model forms that help the 

council to be compliant with the new regulations that come into force on the 25th May. It was 

agreed that the clerk would issue paper copies to three councillors so they could go through 

them and send back to the clerk any updates and corrections so they could be adopted at the 

next general meeting. 

10.3 Environmental Agency Reply to Expansion of Whin Close Development. There was 

a discussion on the type of response the council could send and how it would respond 

following the recent visit to the site. The chair suggested that it was rather too early to 

comment and she felt that she would have preferred to have gone through the year and in 

particular a warm period to help her make an informed decision. Most councillors agreed with 

this view. It was proposed that the chair would word a statement based on these views. This 

was proposed Mrs Hipkin seconded Ms Crosley and carried 5 for 2 against. The chair worded 

a paragraph for the clerk to send electronically back to the agency. 

10.4 Public Involvement in Parish Meetings, following on from matters arising item 3.7. In 

a discussion there were strong feelings expressed by a councillor that you cannot have some 

members of the public permitted to talk and others not during council meetings. It is a matter 

of equality. Whilst the council is delighted that members of the public show an interest in 

council business and are indicating a desire to stand for office in the future some councillors 

were against having some individuals able to contribute and others not. It was suggested that 

an extra public session be added to the end of the meeting which was accepted as a good idea.  
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The public session at the start of the meeting would be retained for those that wish to come to 

raise an issue and then leave. The chair said we need to encourage people to attend and to 

consider standing for election in order to have a full council following the elections next year. 

This will allow parishioners to have more knowledge about the workings of the council. It 

was agreed that on occasions, where relevant, the chair could invite members of the public to 

contribute to a discussion if they had appropriate information to contribute that could aid 

councillors in their decision-making process. In such instances the chair could invite public 

comments at the meeting. These changes were proposed by Mr Curry seconded by Mr Frost 

and carried. The clerk will amend the agenda for future meetings. 

11 A.O.B. and items for the next Agenda. It was reported that the drains on the Ringstead 

Road opposite the school were blocked, the clerk will inform highways. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.38pm 

  

Date of next meeting 20th June 2018.  


