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 MINUTES OF THE SEDGEFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON THE 17th 

FEBRUARY 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

WELCOME Mr Head welcomed all in attendance to the meeting.  

APOLOGIES Mr Frost, Mrs Falkner, Ms Crump and Borough Councillor Ian Devereux  

1. PRESENT Mr Head, Mr Curry, Mr Clark and Mrs Hipkin. Borough Councillor Mrs 

Wright and County Councillor Michael Chenery (arrived at 7.30) 

PUBLIC 2 members of the public present, (one stayed for the whole meeting) 

OPEN MEETING  

Mr Falkner came to answer any questions re a planning application. The chair moved this 

item up the agenda and the plans were looked at. The council agreed to pass the plans. (See 

item 5). Mr Falkner left the meeting. Mr Hipkin expressed concern that the SAM sign should 

not be too close to the highway as it could easily be damaged by lorries and farm machinery. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.    

Mr Clark declared an interest in item 6.3 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  

Minutes of the meeting held on the 20th January 2016 were approved.  Proposed Mrs Hipkin 

seconded Mr Clark and carried.  

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 War memorial. The clerk sought clarification as to the action that was expected. It was 

agreed a working group would lightly pressure wash the memorial and then see if a name 

could be engraved on it. 

3.2 Anglian Water. The clerk has received a reply from Anglian Water that was read out. It 

was agreed that the clerk should seek a meeting with the Environment Agency to discuss the 

river flow issues. A resident had given the meeting a chart showing the periods in the last two 

years when the river has been dry. The Norfolk River Trust should be invited to attend, as 

well as the resident. 

3.3 Website advertising. The clerk reported that 6 adverts had been renewed and another was 

expected. Three new adverts are in the process of being agreed. 

3.4 Permissive path. The clerk has had no reply from Mr Austin. Mr Clark had spoken with 

Mr Austin and he could see no problem. Mr Clark will ask him to respond to the letter so it is 

official. 

4. Standing Agenda Items 

4.1 Police matters. Nothing to report 

4.2 Meetings Attended- none 

4.3 Village Hall Matters. Mr Clark attended the AGM and a new committee has been 

established with Mrs Goddard in the chair. 

5. PLANNING MATTERS  

Plans for approval:  

5.1 Brookdale Cottage. Passed all in favour. 

5.2 West Hall Barns. Passed all in favour. 

Planning Outcomes. Glovers Farm Shooting Lodge Refused 

6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR PARISH DECISION 

6.1 Community Plans. This matter was deferred as Mrs Falkner was not present 

6.2 External Audit. The clerk had met with the chair and vice chair to discuss whether the 

council should opt out of future arrangements and set up their own. It was agreed the council 

should stay in the system. Proposed Mr Clark seconded Mr Curry and carried. 

6.3 Paddock Agreement. It was agreed that the rent for the coming year should remain 

unchanged at £320. The clerk had learnt that the gate to the paddock should be removed for a 

minimum of two weeks during January. It was agreed that this should be included in the 

agreement. Proposed Mrs Hipkin seconded Mr Curry and carried. 
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6.4 Dog Fouling, item requested by Mr Frost. The Village Hall Committee had been passed a 

letter from a resident about the increase in fouling and the things that should be done to 

eradicate the problem. The council discussed what options they had. Mr Clark will look into 

bylaws and the clerk will contact the Borough Council as this matter has been discussed at 

SNAPP meetings. The clerk will ask the hall committee to compile a joint statement for the 

newsletter asking people to clear up after their dogs as failure to do so could result in further 

restrictions being applied. 

6.5 Possible meeting with the Environment Agency. It was agreed the clerk will ask for a 

meeting with the Agency, Norfolk Rivers Trust and the Parish Council. 

6.6 Land Registry of further areas of Parish land. It was agreed the clerk will contact the 

solicitor and seek a quote for the Land Registry of the Washpit, Cemetery and War Memorial. 

6.7 New post for speed sign. After a short discussion the clerk was asked to find out the cost 

of brackets and confirm the unit will register 40mph. The clerk will also contact highways to 

see if they agree to the repeater sign being used along the Docking Road. 

7. COUNTY COUNCILLOR BUSINESS.  The councillor informed the meeting that the 

budget meeting would be held on Monday. The recycling centre at Docking should re-open in 

May and Heacham go back to full time. The fire station at Heacham should remain open. 

Council tax will increase by 3.98%, the Police have agreed a 1.98% rise with the Borough 

going up by 0.8%. All these decision hinge on the budget approval. 

8. BOROUGH COUNCILLOR BUSINESS.  Mrs Wright said that there had been some 

confusion about the 5 year land supply. There were some applications now going through that 

may not have done if the plan was in place. She urged the council to attend the planning 

session coming up later in the month.  

9. THIS MONTHS BILLS FOR APPROVAL AND PAYMENT. 

9.1 Financial Statement. The clerk had circulated the statement for February. There were no 

questions. 

9.2 Bills 

Name  Business  Net   VAT          Gross       Non Recoverable VAT 

Eon   Electricity £16.10    £  0.81        £ 16.91  None 

K and M St Light Maint £65.10    £13.02        £ 78.12  None 

Smart Water Security £20.00    £  4.00        £ 24.00                   None 

BCKLWN Election           £677.78    £  0.00       £677.78  None 

Proposed by Mr Clark seconded by Mrs Hipkin and carried 

10. CORRESPONDENCE  

10.1 Email re the fairness of the planning system NALC, it was agreed the clerk would 

register the council on the petition. 

10.2 Red Cross Week, collectors wanted 

10.3 Norfolk Coast Partnership elections. The council voted for a local member. 

10.4 Rangers work completed. 

10.5 NHS health checks 

Others since publication of agenda 

10.6 Snettisham PC re silica sand extraction. Council shared the concerns and will wait for 

future consultation documents. 

10.7 Changes to Docking Road plans. Change of access noted but councillors are still not 

happy with the access onto the Docking Road. 

10.8 NALC Feb newsletter 

10.9 Plans withdrawn for the Cow Shed development 

10.10 Changes to plans at Conifer Lodge Ringstead Road, this appears to be around time 

restrictions. 

11. OTHER MATTERS. Mr Curry suggested that we get a quote for cutting the Pound when 

the current property owner moves. The clerk will ask C.G.M. to quote for the work. Mr Clark 
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asked for the site of the new noticeboard to go on the next agenda. He also thanked Mr Hipkin 

for all his work on the Cemetery gates and porch, it was much appreciated. 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING Wednesday 16th March 2016 Annual Parish Meeting 

6.30pm followed by the General Meeting at 7pm. Next scheduled planning meeting if 

required is the 7th March. 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm  


